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Dear Friends and Neighbors,
The 2018 session adjourned March 8 after the Legislature completed its 

work on time and within its alloted 60 days. As usual, there was a mix of 
accomplishments and disappointments.

In September, I was appointed ranking member of the House State 
Government, Elections and Information Technology Committee. Four 
days after the session began, I was also chosen by my House Republican 
colleagues to serve as assistant floor leader. I was honored to accept both of 
these leadership positions, which kept me very busy throughout the 2018 
session.

Within two weeks after session began, there was a breakthrough in 
negotiations on the state Supreme Court’s Hirst water decision, which 
had largely prevented development of private rural lands. We passed a fix, 
which opened the gateway for passage of the state’s capital construction 
budget.

Other accomplishments included:
•  No new taxes. We defeated a carbon energy tax and a capital gains 

income tax.
•  Forecast projects additional $1.3 billion in new revenue for the state, 

which helped us to fight against tax increases.
•  We provided additional money to seniors and disabled adults in 

medical institutions and residential settings.
•  We expanded a scholarship to help low-income students pursue 

technical/professional certificates and degrees.
•  Placed a big emphasis on mental health, increasing funding, expanding 

programs and creating a task force to consider ways to reduce violence.
I invite you to read details of these and other successes in this newsletter. 

Please feel free to contact my office any time you have questions or 
comments about legislation and state government.
Best regards,

Representative Joyce McDonald 
25th Legislative District



CAPITAL BUDGET BRINGS HOME DOLLARS FOR THE 25TH DISTRICT
I’m proud to report the capital 

construction budget provides $28 
million for projects in the 25th District. 

We also secured an additional $5.2 
million in the supplemental 

capital budget. Here’s a look 
at some of the projects that 

will be coming to our 
local area:

• Step-by-Step Family Support Center – $1.4 million
• Meeker Mansion Public Plaza – $500,000
• Wesley Homes Bradley Park – $1.3 million
• Franklin Pierce Early Learning Center – $980,000
• Clarks Creek Hatchery Rebuild – $11.4 million
• Chief Leschi Schools Auditorium – $3.5 million

REPRESENTATIVE JOYCE MCDONALD

SUPPLEMENTAL OPERATING BUDGET INCREASES SPENDING, SAVES TOO LITTLE
The good news:

The state revenue forecast in February projected the state would bring in an additional $1.3 billion in new revenue without 
tax increases within the next four years.

Gov. Jay Inslee wanted a $3.3 billion carbon energy tax, which would have increased the price of electricity, natural gas and 
gasoline. In addition, Democrats passed a 7 percent capital gains income tax from the House Finance Committee (even though 
citizens have rejected a state income tax several times). However, the increased revenue made it difficult for proponents to justify 
tax increases. In the end, we prevented passage of the carbon energy tax and capital gains tax.

The 2018 supplemental operating budget that passed adds another $825 million for K-12 education – most of it for new 
salary allocations in the 2018-19 school year. It also adds $166 million for behavioral health services, including investments in 
mental health for civil and forensic patients. Although Republicans pushed for a larger tax reduction, this budget also provides a 
small, one-time property tax reduction of 30 cents per $1,000 of assessed value in 2019.

The disappointments — Why I voted against the supplemental operating budget:
•  It increases spending by $1.8 billion over four years. That’s a 16 percent increase over the 2015-17 operating budget, which is 

unsustainable spending.

•  Republicans were shut out of budget 
negotiations and were not given the 
opportunity to see or have input on the 
supplemental budget until just a few hours 
before we voted on it.

•  A budget gimmick was used to redirect 
$700 million toward new spending that was 
supposed to go into the state’s “rainy day fund” 
to protect against an economic downturn.

•  Economists say there’s an 88 percent chance 
of a recession within five years, yet this budget 
spends down our rainy day fund and leaves a 
four-year ending fund balance of only $103 
million. That’s out of what will be a projected 
$50.1 billion budget in 2021.

•  In an effort to increase school safety, my Republican colleagues and I proposed an amendment to provide $30 million 
for additional school resource officers in Washington’s K-12 public schools. Unfortunately, it was rejected on a near 
party-line vote, with only one Democrat – a former law enforcement officer – voting in favor.

•  No property tax relief in 2018 when it is most needed due to the one-year spike passed last year in the McCleary 
education funding solution. Republicans proposed bills that would have provided meaningful property tax relief 

this year, but none of them were given a hearing.
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25TH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT

PROTECTING AN 
OPEN INTERNET IN 
WASHINGTON STATE

Since the Federal 
Communications Commission 
decided in December to eliminate 
federal net neutrality rules, there has 
been increasing concern that we need 
to protect Washington consumers.

I was proud to sign on and 
be among the 128 legislators to 
support House Bill 2282, which was 
signed into law March 5. Under 
this measure, internet service 
providers in Washington state are 
prohibited from slowing down lawful 
content. This preserves an open 
internet for consumers and ensures 
entrepreneurs and small business 
owners may freely compete in the 
global marketplace.

SUPPLEMENTAL TRANSPORTATION BUDGET KEEPS WASHINGTON MOVING AHEAD
I was pleased to support the supplemental transportation 

budget, which provides an additional $826 million for 
transportation projects across our state.

The measure includes about $20 million to extend the HOV 
lane northbound on State Route 167 between Puyallup and 
Auburn. That project will be completed by April 2022.

In addition, this budget sets up a stakeholder group to 
discuss potential solutions to traffic management in Pierce and 
Thurston counties in light of the traffic crisis created when the 
Amtrak train derailed near DuPont, blocking the southbound 
lane of I-5 for more than two days.

NO ST3 CAR-TAB RELIEF IS 
VERY DISAPPOINTING

Despite our best efforts to move forward on 
legislation that would have provided significant 
relief from the skyrocketing cost increase of 
your car tabs, the Democratic majority shut us 
down and offered a measure to provide lesser 
relief. For comparison, with our proposal, a 2017 
Honda Accord would see a $78 fee reduction. 
House Bill 2201 offered by the majority party 
would have cut those car-tab fees by a mere $31.

Some relief is better than nothing, so I 
supported the House bill. However, in the 
end, even the Democratic majorities in the 
House and Senate could not agree to their own 
bill. Unfortunately, there will be no Sound 
Transit reforms and no reduction from the ST3 
increases on your car-tab fees.

Pierce County members of Project Child Success recently met with Rep. Joyce McDonald at her Olympia 
office. They include from left: Malowa Aina, Alyssa Torrez, (Rep. Joyce McDonald), Caroline Brandau and 
Laura Shell.
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THE NEXT CHAPTER IN MY LIFE
I have been blessed to have the opportunity to serve my 

community, my county and the 25th District as your legislator. For 
many years, with your support, we’ve been able to make a difference 
in state and county government, holding the line on taxes, ensuring 
that we are safe in our homes and neighborhoods, and upholding the 
values that make America great.

I’m proud of those accomplishments, including my legislation 
in 2007 that put Washington ahead of all other states as the first 
to prohibit text messaging while driving. It’s a measure that has 
saved countless lives, and other states have followed suit. We also 
strengthened Washington’s laws against voyeurism.

I’m grateful for your support all these years. Words alone cannot 
express my true appreciation. It has been a great honor. However, I 
have decided this will be my last term in the Legislature.

It is time to move to the next chapter in my life, including 
spending more time with my family.

I will continue to serve as your state representative through the 
remainder of the year. My Olympia office remains open, and my 
legislative assistant, Dianna Hawkins, and I stand ready to help you.

CONTACT ME
Phone: (360) 786-7968
Email: Joyce.McDonald@leg.wa.gov
Website: RepresentativeJoyceMcDonald.com

OTHER NOTABLE LEGISLATION:
House Bill 2651 – Increases the personal needs 
allowance to $70 a month for more than 27,000 seniors 
and disabled adults being served in medical institutions 
and residential settings. (passed, signed into law);

House Bill 1452 – Expands the Washington State 
Opportunity Scholarship (WSOS) to help low-income 
students achieve their goals of pursuing high-demand 
technical-professional certificates and degrees. As 
students secure jobs in these fields, it also helps bolster 
Washington’s economy. (passed, signed into law);

House Bill 2906 – Would have allowed a senior citizen 
or a person with a disability to claim a property tax 
exemption if income is reduced in the last two months 
of an assessment year due to the death of a spouse. I 
sponsored this after a constituent lost a spouse and 
became ineligible for property tax relief. I don’t think 
people should be penalized for the death of a spouse. 
(passed House unanimously, died in the Senate);

Protecting children – I was honored to support the 
Project Child Success’s “Help Me Grow Pierce County” 
pilot project with funding in the supplemental budget. 
Because Pierce County experiences the highest number 
of child dependency filings in the state, this program 
is essential to reduce dependency filings and prevent 
child abuse and neglect.


